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PORTABLE DATA TERMINAL, STORAGE SERVER, AND 
STORAGE AREA PROVIDING METHOD 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 

The present invention relates to a portable data 
terminal with the data communication capability, and more 
particularly to a portable data terminal whose storage 
capacity of the internal storage device is relatively 
u 10 limited. 

!lj BACKGROUND ART 

CP Recently, portable data terminals, such as 

Q 15 cellular phones (including a personal handy-phone system 
m called PHS) with the Internet access capability have been 

2 widely used. Those terminals make it possible not only 

lu to make voice communications but also to provide 

electronic mail transmission/reception services and 
20 various services via web site access. Considering the 
.limitation on the display screen size of a cellular phone, 

more and more web sites have been prepared for cellular 

phones . 

Today, various services provided by web sites are 
25 carried out through online data transfer to and from web 
servers. However, because a cellular phone does not 
support the software capture capability that reads 
software from an external medium such as a CD-ROM, it is 
desired in the future that additional processing 
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application programs be downloaded over the network for 
offline, local execution on a cellular phone. 

However, as compared with non-portable data 
processing units such as a personal computer, the capacity 
5 of internal non-volatile storage of a cellular phone is 
substantially limited. In addition, at present, a 
cellular phone does not have a function to connect to a 
large-capacity external storage unit such as a hard disk 
drive and, even if it has such a function, the problem is 
s . 10 that frequent connection to an external storage unit would 
lose the advantage of the portability of a cellular phone. 

Therefore, the local execution of an additional 
application program (simply called an application in the 
specification and the drawings of the present invention) 
p 15 on a cellular phone has the following problems: 

(1) A decrease in the free space of the internal storage 
unit (also called local storage) prevents new additional 
programs from being stored. 

(2) This requires an application in the local storage to 
20 be replaced when the storage capacity becomes insufficient. 

However, if an application stored in the local storage is 
erased during application replacement and if the user paid 
for the application, the user must purchase the same 
application again the next time he or she wants to use the 
25 application. This is uneconomical for the user. If 
those conditions keep the user from purchasing 
applications, application vendors will lose the chance of 
sales . 

(3) Such conditions as described above have prevented 



applications, which work on cellular phones and so on, from 
being sold on a network. 

In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a storage area providing 
method and a storage server capable of storing and managing 
software for use on portable data terminals. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a new method for selling software for use on those 
portable data terminals. 

It is still another object of the present invention 
to provide a new portable data terminal and a computer 
program . 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, there is 
provided a method for providing a storage area in a storage 
server for a portable data terminal connected over a 
network. The method comprises the steps of allocating a 
dedicated storage area for each user; storing software, 
which is purchase-requested at a software sales site on 
the network by a user, into a dedicated storage area 
allocated to the user of the storage server without sending 
the software from the sales site directly to a portable 
data terminal of the user; and making available the 
software, stored in the dedicated storage area in the 
storage server, to the user in response to a request from 
the user. 

A software sales method according to the present 



invention comprises the steps of providing purchasable 
software in a home page of a sales site; receiving a 
purchase-request from a user via the home page; and sending 
the purchase-requested software or identification 
information associated therewith to a site of a storage 
server that has a dedicated storage area allocated to the 
user without sending the purchase-requested software 
directly to the user, wherein the software is stored into 
the dedicated storage area of the user of the storage 
server . 

According to the method of the present invention 
described above, new software may be added to the dedicated 
storage area and required software may be downloaded, as 
required, into the user's portable data terminal. In 
particular, because purchased software is stored, not 
directly in the portable data terminal, but first in the 
dedicated storage area, the user may purchase new software 
without concerning about the constraints of the internal 
storage capacity of the user' s portable data terminal. In 
addition, even if already stored software is erased when 
the internal storage capacity becomes insufficient, the 
same software may be downloaded again from the dedicated 
storage area and, therefore, the user may erase software 
without hesitation. As a result, the user does not 
hesitate to purchase new software any more just because 
storage capacity is limited. 

User' s full-set software is stored in the dedicated 
area of the user. Therefore, even if the user's portable 
data terminal is changed to a new or another portable data 
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terminal, the user may continue to use the same dedicated 
storage area. 

The method, wherein an expiration date until which 
the user may use the software stored in the storage server 
5 may be set, may further comprise the step of making the 
software, which is in the dedicated storage area, 
unavailable to the user after the expiration date. 

The method may further comprise the step of charging 
the user for the purchase-reguested software when the 
10 pur chase-r egues t is made, when the user downloads the 
O software from the dedicated storage area, or when the user 

O indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial 

O period passes after the downloading. 

s In addition, the method may further comprise the 

ry 15 steps of storing software, which is not purchase-reguested 
1/1 by the user, into the dedicated storage area; allowing the 

user to select the software not purchase-reguested; and 

y 

charging the user for the software when the user downloads 
the selected software or when the user indicates an 

20 intention to continue to use after a trial period. 

An expiration date until which the user may use the 
software stored in the storage server may be set, and the 
method may further comprise the step of making the software, 
which is in the dedicated storage area, unavailable to the 

25 user after the expiration date. By setting such a time 
limit (expiration date) , it is possible to charge the user 
for each update. This allows the software vendor to lower 
the sales price for each effective period. At the same 
time, the user need to pay only for renewed subscription 
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for software that is useful to him or her and may reduce 
wasteful costs by refusing the renewal of unnecessary 
software . 

The above method may further comprise the steps of 
5 storing software, which is not purchase-requested by the 
user, into the dedicated storage area; allowing the user 
to select the software not purchase-requested; and 
charging the user for the software when the user downloads 
the selected software or when the user indicates an 
M* 10 intention to continue to use after a trial period. This 
Q enables the user to select necessary software from his or 

"si 

rj her dedicated storage area and download it without having 

i«s to access a sales site. Also, the vendor not only 

effectively informs the user of available software but 

si 

M i5 also provides the user with software in the downloadable 
l"U format, significantly increasing the sales chance, 

p A storage server according to the present invention 

for implementing the method described above is connected 
to portable data terminals over a network and comprises 
20 a storage unit having dedicated storage areas, each 

allocated to a user of a portable data terminal; means for 
receiving software, which is purchase-requested by the 
user of the portable data terminal, from a software sales 
site on the network for storing the software into the 
25 dedicated storage area of the user; a management table 
storing therein management information about the software 
stored in the dedicated storage area of the user; and means 
for referencing the management table in response to access 
from the user and for sending the software, which is stored 



in the dedicated storage areas of the user, to the portable 
data terminal of the user. 

In the storage unit, the application program body 
of the software may be stored multiply in each of the 
5 dedicated storage areas of the users who purchased it or, 
alternatively, may be stored in a shared storage area 
common to a plurality of users while data, which is 
associated with the application program and corresponding 
to each user, being stored in separate dedicated storage 

JTIO areas of the users. This method saves the storage 

capacity necessary for the storage server. In addition, 

O. when the application program is upgraded, only one 

0 application program in the shared storage area need be 

s updated. 

Sj 15 A portable data terminal according to present 

5*8 a 

■J1 invention used in the method described above is a portable 

jyj data terminal with a network connection capability, 

comprising local storage into which required software is 
downloaded from full-set software as required, the 
20 full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area 
allocated on a storage unit on a network; and a management 
table in which management information associated with the 
software stored in the local storage is stored, wherein 
the management information includes at least expiration 
25 date information on the software. The portable data 
terminal further comprises means for automatically 
erasing the software from the local storage when an 
expiration date defined by the expiration date information 
has passed. Because the software is automatically erased 
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when the expiration date has arrived, the user who wants 
to use the same software again must purchase the software 
again. This allows the software vendor to virtually 
manage the software after the sale. In addition, setting 
an expiration date makes it possible to provide software 
at lower costs . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the outline mechanism 
of an entire system to which the present invention is 
appl ied ; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
outline hardware configuration of a cellular phone 10 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a sales server 12 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a storage server 9 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a storage server 
9' which is an example of another configuration of the 
storage server 9 ; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of the application management table 107a 
stored in the cellular phone 10 shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a user-dedicated storage area management 
table 92 stored in the storage server 9 shown in FIG. 5 ; 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing processing performed 



in a sales server 12 when a user accesses it; 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of 
application download processing performed in the cellular 
phone 10; 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing an example of 
download processing performed in the storage server 9, 
which corresponds to download processing in the cellular 
phone 10, in an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing an example of 
application local selection processing in the cellular 
phone 10 in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to identify whether the user is a member in a sales 
site or a storage server site in the embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which a list of applications sold in a sales site is 
displayed in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to select purchase conditions at a sales site in the 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which a message indicating that a purchased application 
has been stored in a user-dedicated storage area is 
displayed in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to locally select an application in the cellular phone 
in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
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that allows the user to select an application to be erased 
in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which an expiration notification is displayed in the 
5 present invention of the present invention; 

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
that allows the user to select an application to be 
activated in the embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing an example of a trial 
I s * 10 application selection screen in the embodiment of the 

O present invention. 

S! 

Q BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

S 15 A preferred embodiment according to the present 

invention will be described in detail below with reference 

O to the drawings. In the description below, a cellular 

phone (including a PHS) with the data communication 
capability (Internet access capability) will be described 
20 as an example of a portable data terminal (hereinafter 
simply called a terminal) . Basically, the 
characteristics of a portable data terminal to which the 
present invention is applied require that a part of 
internally stored applications cannot be rewritten by the 
25 user and that the contents of an application or data 

(including the tables that will be described later) to be 
operated upon only by the system cannot be illegally 
rewritten by the user. As long as the user cannot perform 
such an illegal operation, any unit other than a cellular 
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phone such as a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), a car 
navigation system, or a video game unit may be used. 
Alternatively, if the protection function against such an 
alteration operation is provided, the present invention 
5 may be applied also to other units such as a personal 
computer (especially, a portable personal computer). 

The term "software" in this specification refers 
generally to application programs and data. The term 
"data" refers narrowly to data in contrast to programs and, 

I"* 10- in the broader sense, sometimes includes application 

O 

O programs. The term "storage server" refers to a server 

\.f 

O that provides the user with a special storage area that 

13 may basically be used by the user freely over a network 

(an area to or from which software may be written or read) . 
l£\ 15 In addition, the "sales" of software with an expiration 
f_y date according to the present invention is thought of as 

P the "lending" of software. From a user's point of view, 

the "purchase" of such software may also be thought of as 
the "lease" of software. 
20 FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the outline mechanism 

of an entire system to which the present invention is- 
applied. This system comprises cellular phones 10, a 
relay server (gateway server) 4 that connects the cellular 
phones 10 to a public network 6 such as the Internet, sales 
25 servers 12 on the network 6 that sell software that will 
operate on the cellular phones 10, and a storage server 
9 that provides dedicated storage areas 97, one for each 
cellular phone 10. The storage server 9 may be located 
anywhere, for example, in the relay server 4. In this 
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embodiment, it is assumed that a cellular phone carrier 
manages the relay server 4. On the other hand, although 
the storage server 9 is managed primarily by the provider 
of the service according to the present invention, it may 
also be managed by the carrier that manages the relay server 
4 . 

When the network 6 is the Internet, it is desirable 
that a mechanism be provided that allows only special- 
type portable data terminals (that do not allow users to 
freely operate files) such as cellular phones to access 
the storage server 9. This mechanism is necessary to 
ensure that data, such as the management tables in the 
terminal that will be described later, cannot be written 
easily. An example of this mechanism is that the server 
uses the "Us erAgent : xxx" (this usually indicates the type 
of the browser that has issued the request) included in 
the header information of an HTTP request to determine the 
machine type of the terminal and then decides whether or 
not the terminal is allowed to access. Another mechanism 
is that the network 6 is built as a closed (closed) network 
separate from the Internet. That is, a special network 
may be built to allow access only through access points 
that may be accessed by special cellular phones. 

The user can operate the cellular phone 10 anywhere 
in a so-called coverage zone to connect to the network 6 
and access a desired sales server 12 and, from that server, 
select and purchase a desired application. The purchased 
application is once transferred to the storage server 9 
and then stored in the user-dedicated storage area 97 
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within storage 96. At this time, information to be stored 
in the dedicated storage area management table {that will 
be described later in detail) in the storage server 9, such 
as application attribute information, purchaser 
identification information, and purchase condition 
information, is also sent to the storage server 9. Unless 
the application is sent directly to the cellular phone 10, 
access to the sales server 12 and a purchase action may 
also be made from a ordinary personal computer and so on. 

Note that, for a purchased application, its 
application body need not be transferred directly from the 
sales server 12. In this case, an application body 
pre-stored in the storage server 9 may be used or an 
application may be obtained from a server (not shown) other 
than the sales server 12. Upon receiving application 
attribute information, user identification information, 
and so on, the storage server 9 stores the application body 
in the user-dedicated storage area 97 and, at the same time, 
creates a record for the application in a user-dedicated 
storage area management table 92 (FIG. 4) . 

Further, as will be described below, the 
application body need not be stored in the actual 
user-dedicated storage area 97 but need only be viewed from 
the user as if it was in the user-dedicated storage area 
97 . 

When an application purchase request is received, 
the user is charged in a predetermined method. As the 
.charging method, any conventional charging method may be 
used. For example, the charge is collected by a telephone 
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company, is paid by a credit card, is paid by a prepaid 
card, and so on. Also, instead of charging the user for 
each application, it is possible to charge the .user for 
a particular group of applications. The user is reguested 
to pay the charge, for example, when a purchase request 
is sent to the sales server 12, when an application is 
downloaded from the storage server 9, or when a request 
for continued use is made after the trial period has 
elapsed . 

The storage capacity of a storage area dedicated 
to each user is assumed to be sufficiently larger than that 
of internal storage of the cellular phone 10. The maximum 
capacity may also be set variable according to such factors 
as the basic service charge. 

The types of applications used in the method 
according to the present invention are not limited. 
However, considering that an application will be executed 
on a portable data terminal with a limited storage capacity, 
there are some practical limitations and some examples are 
given below. Note that these are illustrative only but 
that the present invention is not restricted to those 
example s . 

(1) Various games 

The games include not only offline games but also 
online games that allow the user to enjoy fighting games 
online with other terminals. 

(2) Incoming-call alerting melody composition application 

This program enables the user to compose a melody 
informing the user that a cellular phone has received an 
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incoming call. In this case, the sound source LSI, though 
not shown in FIG. 2 (which will be described later) , should 
preferably be provided. 

(3) Household account book application 

When the user enters household account data offline 
and sends the entered data to the storage server 9 online, 
this program causes the storage server 9 to integrally 
manage the data and to calculate the total of each item. 
In this case, the processing program is prepared in the 
storage server 9. 

(4) New Year's card transmission application 

When the user enters the addresses and messages of 
New Year's cards offline and sends the entered data to the 
storage server 9 online, this program causes the storage 
server 9 to print and send the New Year's cards. In this 
case, too, the processing program is prepared in the 
storage server 9. 

The user makes an application purchase request 
through the sales server 12 and then accesses the storage 
server 9 from the cellular phone 10 to download the 
application body from the user-dedicated storage area 97 
to the non-volatile storage device of his or her own. 
After this downloading, the user can execute the 
application locally. Each application remains available 
in the user-dedicated storage area 97 for a predetermined 
period. Therefore, only within that period, the user can 
re-download the application any time even if the user has 
erased the application from the cellular phone 10 because 
of internal storage constraints and so on. If the 
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application has data associated therewith, the data is 
saved into the user-dedicated storage area 97 when the 
application is erased from the cellular phone 10 and then 
erased . 

5 FIG. 2 shows an example of general hardware 

configuration of the cellular phone 10. In this 
configuration, a central processing unit (CPU) 101 
controls the whole cellular phone 10. To the CPU 101, a 
ROM 105, a non-volatile storage device 107, a RAM 108, a 
M> 10 calendar /clock 109, a flat display 122, various keys 131, 
O a communication controller 133, and a voice processor 138 

Q are connected. The ROM 105, a non-volatile read-only 

q memory, contains various computer programs including a web 

browser to be executed by the CPU 101 as well as necessary 
51 15 data . 

W The non-volatile storage device 107, composed of 

Q re-writable memory, has an area 107b (local storage) for 

storing downloaded applications and data as well as an 
application management table 107a. In addition, the data 
20 includes data generated by applications and various 

communication addresses such as telephone numbers, FAX 
numbers, electronic mail addresses, and URLs. An example 
of such a non-volatile storage device is a flash ROM or 
the like . 

25 The RAM 108 provides a temporary storage area and 

a work area reguired by the CPU 101 to execute programs 
and an area in which various types of data required for 
program execution are stored. The calendar /clock 109, 
which is battery operated, constantly provides the current 
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date and time data. 

The flat display 122 is a display device that 
informs the user of various types of information on this 
cellular phone. The keys 131 are a ten-key pad and other 
hardware keys used by the user to enter various 
instructions into the phone. 

The communication controller 133, which controls 
the wireless communication of voice and data, is connected 
to an antenna 135 via an RF unit 134 for wireless signal 
processing. The voice processor 138 is connected to a 
microphone 136 and a speaker 137 for processing voice 
input /output . 

In FIG. 2, the detailed configuration (for example, 
display memory, display controller, and so on) is omitted. 

FIG. 3 shows an example of the configuration of the 
sales server 12. This sales server 12 is divided into a 
high-performance data processor 120 and a large-capacity 
data storage unit 126. 

The data storage unit 126 stores, in advance, markup 
language documents 127 that constitute home page data for 
application sales, display image data 128, and 
applications 129. The markup language, that is, a web 
description language, can include HTML, XHTML, XML , and 
so on. The image data 128 is built in, or linked to, the 
markup language document 127. The data processor 120, 
which is connected to the network 6 (FIG. 1), comprises 
a transmitter /receiver 121 that transmits and receives 
data (data in broader sense including applications), an 
application sales processor 122 that performs a user's 
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payment processing upon receiving an application purchase 
request and transmission processing for transmission of 
data to the storage server 9, a document/image processor 
124 that reads from, writes to, or processes the markup 
language documents 127 and display image data 128 stored 
in the data storage unit 126, and a controller 123 that 
controls all those functional units. As described above, 
the applications 129 to be sold need not necessarily be 
in the sales server 12. 

FIG. 4 shows an example of the configuration of the 
storage server 9. The storage server 9 is divided roughly 
into a high-performance data processor 90 and a high- 
capacity data storage unit 96. 

In the data storage unit (storage area) 96, the 
dedicated storage area 97 for the users is retained and, 
at the same time, markup language documents 98 and display 
image data 99 which constitute user interface screens are 
stored. In this example, each dedicated storage area 
stores applications and data for the user. 

The data processor 90, which is connected to the 
network 6, comprises a transmitter/receiver 91 that 
transmits and receives data, the dedicated storage area 
management table 92 that manages the dedicated storage 
area for the users, a document / image processor 94 that 
reads from, writes to, and processes the markup language 
documents 98 and the display image data 99 stored in the 
data storage unit 96, and a controller 93 that manages the 
storage area 96 and controls those functional units. 

FIG. 5 shows a storage server 9' which has another 
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configuration of the storage server 9. In the 
configuration in FIG. 4, because an application body- 
purchased by the user is stored in the dedicated storage 
area 97, it is possible that the same application body is 
stored multiply in a plurality of dedicated storage areas 
97. In contrast, in the configuration shown in FIG. 5, 
an application body is stored in a common storage area 95. 
This configuration eliminates the need for the same 
application body to be stored multiply in the storage area 
96 and makes it possible to save the storage capacity of 
the storage area 96. In addition, when a sales server 
receives a purchase request for an already-stored 
application, the application body need not be transferred 
for storage. The storage server 9 checks the dedicated 
storage area management table 92 (which will be described 
later in detail) to know which user has which application. 
The user is not aware of the difference between the 
configuration FIG. 5 and the configuration in FIG. 4 but 
feels as if an application body was in the storage area 
dedicated to him or her. 

FIG. 6 shows an example of the configuration of the 
application management table 107a included in the cellular 
phone 10 shown in FIG. 2. The table 107a, which stores 
attribute information on the applications downloaded to 
the cellular phone 10, has records, one for each 
application. In this embodiment, this table 107a is 
created, at the latest, when the user applies for a 
membership of the service provided by the storage server 
9. Each record of the table 107a comprises an application 
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name, sales site URL, filename, associated-data file name, 
expiration date, save flag, and data update flag. 

The application name is the name of an application 
product shown to the user in the sales server, and the file 
name is the name of a file used to identify the application 
in the system. The sales site URL indicates the site 
address on the network at which the application is 
distributed. The electronic mail address of the sales 
site may also be stored in conjunction with the sales site 
URL. This sales site URL, though not essential, is 
provided for use in accessing the home page of the sales 
site again. The associated-data file name is the file 
name of data generated by each application. The 
expiration date indicates the date until which the user 
may use the application. This expiration date is 
determined by the date that is defined based on effective 
period and the purchase date (or date on which the 
application is stored in the dedicated storage area) 
defined for each application. The effective period of an 
application is either fixed or selectable by the user. 
Not all applications have expiration dates assigned, but 
some applications may not have an expiration date. The 
save flag is a flag indicating whether or not the 
application body of the application is now stored in the 
cellular phone. 

The first time an application is downloaded to a 
cellular phone, the application attribute information 
obtained from the storage server 9 is stored in the 
application management table 107a. Thereafter, even if 
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the application body is temporarily erased from the 
cellular phone because of storage capacity constraints, 
the attribute information remains in the application 
management table 107a. When the expiration date has 
reached, the application body is erased from the cellular 
phone but, in this embodiment, the attribute information 
remains in the cellular phone. This ensures that the 
information is available for use when a purchase request 
is issued for the same application again. In this case, 
however, the number of records in the application 
management table 107a goes on increasing. Therefore, it 
is desirable that some measure be taken, for example, a 
record should be erased automatically when a purchase 
request for the application of that record is not issued 
again for a predetermined period of time after expiation 
(for example, several months) . 

The update flag indicates whether or not data 
generated by the application has been updated. In this 
example, "1" indicates that "data has been updated." If 
the update flag is "1" when an application Is erased, the 
data is written back into the dedicated storage area 97 
so that, the next time the same application is downloaded, 
the application is allowed to use the latest data. If 
applications must be erased because of storage capacity 
constraints and application priority information must be 
defined to decide which application to erase, such a 
priority item may be added. As an example of priority, 
the download dates are used to erase applications in 
chronological order. As another example, it is possible 



> 
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to request the user to specify an application priority when 
the application is downloaded. As will be described later, 
the user is requested in this embodiment to select an 
application to be erased. 
5 FIG. 7 shows an example of the configuration of the 

user-dedicated storage area management table 92 stored in 
the storage server 9 shown in FIG. 5. The table 92 is 
created when the user applies for a membership and, as with 
the application management table 107a, contains records, 

Q 10 one record for each application. Those items of a record 

Nj -- application name, sales site URL, file name, 

- associated-data file name, and expiration date -- are the 

m same as those in the application management table 107a. 

p The table 92 has additional items, that is, an 

15 effectiveness flag, number o f months , and automatic update 

H flag- 

PJ ■ The effectiveness flag indicates whether or not the 

user has an effective usage right now and, in this example, 
"1" indicates that the user has the usage right. The 

20 effectiveness flag value of Nx 0 " indicates that the user 
once purchased the application but does not have the usage 
right now because the expiration date has reached. The 
number of months indicates the effective period of each 
application. When the number of months is fixed for all 

25 applications, this item is not necessary. The automatic 
update flag specifies whether or not the application-usage 
right is to be automatically updated when the effective 
period has elapsed and, in this example, "1" indicates 
"automatic update." This automatic update flag is useful 

i " 



23 

when the user is able to select at application purchase 
time whether or not the application-usage right is to be 
updated automatically. When automatic update is selected, 
the user is requested to pay an additional charge. 

Note that a dedicated storage area in the storage 
server may be used by the user freely and, therefore, may 
be used not only as an area to store applications purchased 
from a sales server and its data but also as an area to 
store any data. That is, a dedicated storage area may be 
used as if it was a part of user' s own portable data terminal . 
Such data may be managed by the dedicated storage area 
management table 92, in which case, only the necessary 
table items are used and the effectiveness flag is always 
fixed to "1". 

Now, the specific operations of the servers and the 
terminal in the embodiment in the system configuration 
described above will be described. 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing processing performed 
when a user accesses the sales server 12. When the user 
of the cellular phone 10 accesses the sales server 12, the 
sales server 12 displays the home page screen, not shown, 
to identify whether or not the user is a member (Sll) . To 
do so, the server requests the user to enter the member 
ID and the password (PW) as shown in the example of screen 
in FIG. 12. In this case, as long as the application is 
not sent directly to the terminal of the user who accessed 
the server but is stored in the storage server, the server 
need not check that the access'was made from a predetermined 
type of terminal. If the user is successfully identified 
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(S12), information on the list of applications that may 
be purchased, i.e., a list screen, is sent to the user's 
cellular phone, and the list screen such as the one shown 
in FIG. 13 is displayed on the display (S13) . Although 
the application names are displayed as "Application 1", 
"Application 2", and so on in this example, the product 
names are displayed in practice. In this case, the user 
may select purchase conditions, such as the effective 
period or the automatic update of the application-usage 
right, as shown in FIG. 14. Although not shown, the 
charging method may also be selectable as another purchase 
condition . 

Returning to FIG. 8, in response to an application 
purchase request when the user selects the name of an 
application to be purchased, for example, by moving the 
reverse display on the screen and presses the confirm key 
(S14), the sales server performs a user's payment 
processing using the charging method described above (S15) . 
Note that actual payment processing may be performed on 
some other server (for example, relay server 4 or other 
special payment server) . In addition, the member ID of 
the user, application body, and purchase condition 
information are sent to the storage server 9 to instruct 
it to store the application body in the user-dedicated 
storage area (S16) . If the application body need not be 
sent from the sales server 12 to the storage server 9 as 
described above, the application identification 
information is sent instead of the application body. 
After that, a message such as the one shown in FIG. 15 is 
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displayed to inform that the purchased application has 
been (or will be) stored in the user-dedicated storage area 
(S17) . 

FIG, 9 is a flowchart showing an example of 
application downloading processing performed in the 
cellular phone 10. First, when the cellular phone 10 
accesses the storage server 9 via the relay server 4, the 
user is requested to enter the member ID and the password 
(PW) for user identification as described in step Sll in 
FIG. 8. In addition, the terminal type check described 
above is also made. If the results are successful, the 
downloadable application list screen, such as the one 
shown in FIG. 16, is sent from the storage server 9 to the 
cellular phone 10 and the screen is displayed on the display 
(S22) . When the user selects from this list an 
application to be downloaded (S23), a request for the 
attribute information (file name, sales site URL, 
associated-data file name, file size, expiration date , and 
so on) is sent to the storage server and the requested 
information is received (S24) . The attribute information 
on the same application, if already in the application 
management table 107a in the cellular phone, may also be 
used. From the attribute information, the size of the 
application is checked (S25) . If associated data is 
present, the data size is also checked. Then, by 
comparing the capacity that will be required to store this 
application (and data) with the current free capacity, a 
check is made if there is a sufficiently large storage area 
(S26) . If it is determined that the free capacity is 
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insufficient, the body of a low-priority application is 
selected for erasure (S27) . In this embodiment, the 
message as shown in FIG. 17 is displayed to request the 
user to select a low-priority application. If the free 
capacity is still insufficient after deleting one 
application, the user is requested to select another 
application. As described above, it is also possible to 
determine the priority not by the user but automatically. 
In such a case, applications are selected for erasure 
according to predetermined judgment criteria such as 
less-recently-downloaded applications or less- 
frequently used applications. 

If the update flag of the application selected for 
erasure is "1" (S28), the data associated with the 
application (if any) is written back to the user's storage 
area and, at the same time, the update flag is reset to 
"0" (S29) . Then, the application body is erased from the 
non-volatile storage device 107 and, at the same time, the 
save flag of the application in the application management 
table 107a is set to "0". 

After that, the application body to be downloaded 
is downloaded (S31) . When the application is downloaded 
for the first time, a new record is created in the 
application management table 107a. The save flag of the 
record is set to "1". The application priority, if 
specified by the user in another embodiment, is also 
specified (S32) . 

Next, an example of download processing performed 
in the storage server 9, which corresponds to download 
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processing performed by the cellular phone 10 described 
above, will be described with reference to the flowchart 
in FIG. 10. It is assumed at this point that, in response 
to the application purchase request that was made to the 
sales server 12, the application body has already been 
stored in the user-dedicated storage area 97 in the storage 
server 9 and that the record containing the application 
attribute information has already been added to the 
dedicated storage area management table 92 of the user. 

First, the user identification processing and the 
terminal type checking are performed as described above 
(S41) and, if the result is successful (S42), the data on 
the downloadable application list display screen is sent 
to the cellular phone 10 from which the access was made 
(S43) . When the user selects from this screen an 
application to be downloaded (S44) , the server references 
the user-dedicated storage area management table 92 for 
this application and checks the effective period (S45) . 
If the effective period has not expired, control is passed 
to step S51 that follows. If the effective period has 
expired, the effectiveness flag of the application of the 
user is set to M 0" (ineffective) (S46) . The application 
body may be erased from the dedicated storage area but, 
in that case, the application body will have to be stored 
again when it is updated or it is purchased again. 

To check the expiration, predetermined update 
processing may be made periodically (for example, once at 
a predetermined time in a day) to check the expiration and 
to update the effectiveness flag. In that case, step S46 
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is not necessary. 

Then, a message indicating that the application has 
expired is sent to the user (S47) . For example, as shown 
in FIG. 18, a message is displayed to inform the user of 
the expiration and to prompt the user to purchase the 
application again. If "Now" is selected (S48), the 
effectiveness flag of the application is set to "1" 
(effective) (S49) and a repurchase request is sent to the 
sales site of the application (S50) . 

Alternatively, instead of the vendor, the 
controller 93 of the storage server 9 preferably 
references the dedicated storage area management table 92 
to manage the applications regularly and, sometime (for 
example, one or more weeks) before the expiration, sends 
an electronic mail message to the user indicating that the 
application will expire soon so that the user is given an 
opportunity to purchase the application before it expires 
(update notice) . However, this message is not necessary 
for an application for which automatic update option is 
set. Although the discontinuation of the automatic 
update service is not shown in the figure, the user must 
inform the storage server, either online or offline, of 
the discontinuation of automatic update service if 
necessary . 

After that, in step S51, the attribute information 
on the selected application is sent to the cellular phone 
10 in response to a request from the cellular phone 10. 
In addition, if it is found that some application must be 
erased from the cellular phone 10 and its associated data 
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must be written back (S52), the associated data is 
overwritten on the corresponding data in the user- 
dedicated storage area 97 (S53) . 

Finally, the application body is sent to the 
cellular phone 10 (S54). 

As described above, within the effective period, 
the user of the cellular phone 10 is allowed to download 
a necessary application from the storage server 9 anytime 
it is required. 

Next, referring to the flowchart in FIG. 11, an 
example of local selection of an application by the 
cellular phone 10 will be described. The user of the 
cellular phone 10 is allowed to execute a downloaded 
application locally (offline) . (Note that online 
processing may also be started when the application is 
executed) . 

First, the screen for selecting an application to 
be started, such as the one shown in FIG. 19, is displayed 
(S61) . When the user selects an application (S62), the 
save flag in the application management table 107a is 
referenced to check to see if the application body is 
present in the cellular phone (S63) . If the application 
is not present, control is passed to step S68 that follows. 
If the application is present, the expiration date of the 
application is checked (S64) . If the application has not 
yet expired, the application is executed (S65). If the 
associated data is changed during execution of the 
application, the data update flag of the application is 
set to "1". 
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If it is found in step S64 that the application has 
expired and if the save flag is 1 (S66), the application 
body is erased and the flag is set to "0" (S67). Then, 
control is passed to step S68. 
5 Although not shown in the figure, a message asking 

whether or not the application should be immediately 
downloaded from the storage server 9 is sent to the user 
in step S68. If a request to purchase the application 
immediately is received, the message to the effect is sent 
M 10 to the storage server 9 to cause it to perform download 
O processing as described above (S69) . However, because 

pj the application to be downloaded at this time is already 

JpJ determined, the application selection processing step is 

yi not necessary. Whether or not the application has expired 

U 15 j_ g checked during the downloading process processing. 
Py FIG. 20 shows an example of screen on which a message 

Q is displayed prompting the user to try the application 

instead of immediately purchasing it at the sales site. 
The user sometimes hesitates to purchase an application 
20 whose contents are unknown because the value of an 
application cannot be judged before it is actually 
executed. Thus, the user is allowed to try the 
application for a predetermined effective period (for 
example, one month) . In this case, the same system 
25 configuration as that described above may be used, the 
trial period is set as the effective period of the trial 
application in the dedicated storage area management table 
92 of the storage server 9, and the automatic update flag 
is set to "0" (no automatic update) . The user is charged, 
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neither when the application is stored in the dedicated 
storage area nor when the application is downloaded for 
trial, but when the user indicates his or her intention 
to continue to use the application after the trial period. 
This allows the user to try an application without concern. 
In this case, too, an update advice notification should 
preferably be sent to the user before the trial period 
expi res . 

Next, another embodiment of the present invention 
will be described. An application is purchased by the 
user who accesses a sales site in the first embodiment 
described above, while in another embodiment the vendor 
receives permission from the user to store an application 
in the dedicated storage area of each user. This method 
allows the user to identify that a new application is on 
sale and to immediately download it without having to 
access a sales site (or sites). In this embodiment, the 
user is charged when an application is downloaded. 
Alternatively, the example of the trial usage of 
application described above may also be used. In this 
case, the user is charged when the user indicates his or 
her intention to continue to use the application after the 
trial period. 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention 
have been described, but the present invention may be 
modified or changed in various ways. For example, the 
present invention may be applied to the sales of not only 
applications but also data (for example, character images, 
music data, and so on) . The processing indicated by the 
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above flowcharts and the screens are illustrative only, 
but the present invention is not limited to the processing 
and screen examples. Data communicated among servers and 
terminals may be encrypted, for example, through the SSL 
(Secure Socket Layer or the like) . A cellular phone may 
use the contents of the management table 107a to create 
and display its own application purchase history 
information. Similarly, the storage server may use the 
contents of the management table 92 to create the purchase 
history of each user. 

The present invention enables a portable data 
terminal user to use a storage area on the network dedicated 
to the user as if it was a part of his or her own portable 
data terminal. In addition, the user may purchase 
software without concerning about the constraints of the 
storage capacity of the portable data terminal. This 
allows software vendors to increase the sales. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The present invention may be used for the design 
and manufacturing of portable data terminals and servers 
and for electronic commerce on a network using them. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for providing a storage area in a 
storage server for a portable data terminal connected over 
a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

allocating a dedicated storage area for each user; 

storing software, which is purchase-requested at 
a software sales site on the network by a user, into a 
dedicated storage area allocated to the user of the storage 
server without sending the software from the sales site 
directly to a portable data terminal of the user; and 

making available the software, stored in the 
dedicated storage area in said storage server, to the user 
in response to a request from the user. 

2. The method for providing a storage area 
according to claim 1, wherein an expiration date until 
which the user is allowed to use the software stored in 
said storage server is set, further comprising the step 
of making the software, which is in the dedicated storage 
area, unavailable to the user after the expiration date. 

3. The method for providing a storage area 
according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
charging the user for the purchase-requested software when 
the purchase-request is made, when the user downloads the 
software from the dedicated storage area, or when the user 
indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial 
period passes after the downloading. 
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4 . The method for providing a storage area 
according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

storing software, which is not purchase-requested 
by the user, into the dedicated storage area; 

allowing the user to select the software not 
purchase-requested; and 

charging the user for the software when the user 
downloads the selected software or when the user indicates 
an intention to continue to use after a trial period. 

5. A software sales method comprising the steps 

of : 

providing purchasable software in a home page of 
a sales site; 

receiving a pur cha s e- r eque s t from a user via the 
home page; and 

sending the purchase-requested software or 
identification information associated therewith to a site 
of a storage server that has a dedicated storage area 
allocated to the user space sending the purchase-requested 
software directly to the user, 

wherein the software is stored into the dedicated 
storage area of the user of said storage server. 

6. The software sales method according to claim 
5, further comprising the step of charging the user for 
the purchase-requested software when the purchase-request 
is made, when the user downloads the software from the 
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dedicated storage area, or when the user indicates an 
intention to continue to use after a trial period. 

7. A software sales method comprising the steps 

5 of: 

storing software, which is not purchase-requested 
by a user of a portable data terminal, into a dedicated 
storage area in a storage server, said dedicated storage 
area being allocated to the user; 

M 10 allowing the user to select the software not 

0 purchase-requested; and 

O charging the user for the software when the user 

*i downloads the selected software or when the user indicates 

sssr 

an intention to continue to use after a trial period. 

y 

l= f 8. A storage server connected to portable data 

3 terminals over a network, said storage server comprising: 

a storage unit having dedicated storage areas, each 
allocated to a user of a portable data terminal; 
20 means for receiving software, which is 

purchase-requested by the user of said portable data 
terminal, from a software sales site on the network for 
storing the software into the dedicated storage area of 
the user; 

25 a management table storing therein management 

information about the software stored in the dedicated 
storage area of the user; and 

means for referencing said management table in 
response to access from the user and for sending the 
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software, which is stored in the dedicated storage areas 
of the user, to the portable data terminal of the user. 

9. The storage server according tc claim 6, 
wherein said storage unit further comprises a common 
storage area in which an application program body is stored 
as the software for common use by a plurality of users and 
wherein data associated with the application program and 
corresponding to each user is stored separately in the 
dedicated storage area of the user. 

10. A portable data terminal with a network 
connection capability, comprising: 

local storage into which required software is 
downloaded from full-set software as required, said 
full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area 
allocated on a storage unit on a network; and 

a management table in which management information 
associated with the software stored in the local storage 
is stored, 

wherein the management information includes at 
least expiration date information on the software, 

said portable data terminal further comprising 
means for automatically erasing the software from said 
local storage when an expiration date defined by the 
expiration date information has passed. 

11. The portable data terminal according to claim 
10, wherein means for allowing the user to rewrite said 
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management table freely is not provided. 



12. A recording medium storing therein a computer 
program that runs on a portable data terminal with a network 
connection capability, said computer program comprising: 

a function that downloads required software from 
full-set software into local storage as required, said 
full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area 
allocated on a storage unit on a network; 

a function that manages expiration date 
information that is set for the software stored in the local 
storage; and 

a function that automatically erases the software 
from said local storage when the expiration date defined 
by the expiration date information has passed. 

13 . A computer program that runs on a portable data 
terminal with a network connection capability, said 
computer program comprising: 

a function that downloads required software from 
full-set software into local storage as required, said 
full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area 
allocated on a storage unit on a network; 

a function that manages expiration date 
information that is set for the software stored in the local 
storage; and 

a function that automatically erases the software 
from said local storage when the expiration date defined 
by the expiration date information has passed. 
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ABSTRACT 

A user-dedicated storage area (97) of a cellular 
phone (10) is retained in a storage server (9) on a network 
(6) . Software purchased by a user via a sales server (12) 
is not transferred directly to the user's cellular phone 
(10) but is stored in the user-dedicated storage area (97) 
of the user. The user downloads the software from his or 
her own dedicated storage area (97) to his or her own 
cellular phone (10) before using the software. 
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PORTABLE DATA TERMINAL , STORAGE SERVER, AND 
STORAGE AREA PROVIDING METHOD 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 

The present invention relates to a portable data 
terminal with the data communication capability, and more 
particularly to a portable data terminal whose storage 
capacity of the internal storage device is relatively 
Z 10 limited. 

4 

? BACKGROUND ART 

i 

Recently, portable data terminals, such as 
ffj 15 cellular phones (including a personal handy-phone system 

5=5 I 

%i called PHS) with the Internet access capability have been 

"S\ widely used. Those terminals make it possible not only 

to make voice communications but also to provide 
electronic mail transmission/reception services and 
20 various services via web site access. Considering the 
limitation on the display screen size of a cellular phone, 
more and more web sites have been prepared for cellular 
phones . 

Today, various services provided by web sites are 
25 carried out through online data transfer to and from web 
servers. However, because a cellular phone does not 
support the software capture capability that reads 
software from an external medium such as a CD-ROM, it is 
desired in the future that additional processing 
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application programs be downloaded over the network for 
offline, local execution on a cellular phone. 

However, as compared with non-portable data 
processing units such as a personal computer, the capacity 
of internal non-volatile storage of a cellular phone is 
substantially limited. In addition, at present, a 
cellular phone does not have a function to connect to a 
large-capacity external storage unit such as a hard disk 
drive and, even if it has such a function, the problem is 
that frequent connection to an external storage unit would 
lose the advantage of the portability of a cellular phone. 

Therefore, the local execution of an additional 
application program (simply called an application in the 
specification and the drawings of the present invention) 
on a cellular phone has the following problems: 

(1) A decrease in the free space of the internal storage 
unit (also called local storage) prevents new additional 
programs from being stored. 

(2) This requires an application in the local storage to 
be replaced when the storage capacity becomes insufficient. 
However, if an application stored in the local storage is 
erased during application replacement and if the user paid 
for the application, the user must purchase the same 
application again the next time he or she wants to use the 
application. This is uneconomical for the user. If 
those conditions keep the user from purchasing 
applications, application vendors will lose the chance of 
sales . 

(3) Such conditions as described above have prevented 



applications, which work on cellular phones and so on, from 
being sold on a network. 

In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a storage area providing 
method and a storage server capable of storing and managing 
software for use on portable data terminals. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a new method for selling software for use on those 
portable data terminals. 

It is still another object of the present invention 
to provide a new portable data terminal and a computer 
program . 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, there is 
provided a method for providing a storage area in a storage 
server for a portable data terminal connected over a 
network. The method comprises the steps of allocating a 
dedicated storage area for each user; storing software, 
which is purchase-requested at a software sales site on 
the network by a user, into a dedicated storage area 
allocated to the user of the storage server without sending 
the software from the sales site directly to a portable 
data terminal of the user; and making available the 
software, stored in the dedicated storage area in the 
storage server, to the user in response to a request from 
the user. 

A software sales method according to the present 



invention comprises the steps of providing purchasable 
software in a home page of a sales site; receiving a 
purchase-request from a user via the home page; and sending 
the purchase-requested software or identification 
information associated therewith to a site of a storage 
server that has a dedicated storage area allocated to the 
user without sending the purchase-requested software 
directly to the user, wherein the software is stored into 
the dedicated storage area of the user of the storage 
server . 

According to the method of the present invention 
described above, new software may be added to the dedicated 
storage area and required software may be downloaded, as 
required, into the user's portable data terminal. In 
particular, because purchased software is stored, not 
directly in the portable data terminal, but first in the 
dedicated storage area, the user may purchase new software 
without concerning about the constraints of the internal 
storage capacity of the user' s portable data terminal. In 
addition, even if already stored software is erased when 
the internal storage capacity becomes insufficient, the 
same software may be downloaded again from the dedicated 
storage area and, therefore, the user may erase software 
without hesitation. As a result, the user does not 
hesitate to purchase new software any more just because 
storage capacity is limited. 

User' s full-set software is stored in the dedicated 
area of the user. Therefore, even if the user's portable 
data terminal is changed to a new or another portable data 



terminal, the user may continue to use the same dedicated 
storage area. 

The method, wherein an expiration date until which 
the user may use the software stored in the storage server 
may be set, may further comprise the step of making the 
software, which is in the dedicated storage area, 
unavailable to the user after the expiration date. 

The method may further comprise the step of charging 
the user for the purchase-requested software when the 
purchase-request is made, when the user downloads the 
software from the dedicated storage area, or when the user 
indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial 
period passes after the downloading. 

In addition, the method may further comprise the 
steps of storing software, which is not purchase-requested 
by the user, into the dedicated storage area; allowing the 
user to select the software not purchase-requested; and 
charging the user for the software when the user downloads 
the selected software or when the user indicates an 
intention to continue to use after a trial period. 

An expiration date until which the user may use the 
software stored in the storage server may be set, and the 
method may further comprise the step of making the software, 
which is in the dedicated storage area, unavailable to the 
user after the expiration date. By setting such a time 
limit (expiration date) , it is possible to charge the user 
for each update. This allows the software vendor to lower 
the sales price for each effective period. At the same 
time, the user need to pay only for renewed subscription 



for software that is useful to him or her and may reduce 
wasteful costs by refusing the renewal of unnecessary 
software . 

The above method may further comprise the steps of 
storing software, which is not purchase-requested by the 
user, into the dedicated storage area; allowing the user 
to select the software not purchase-requested; and 
charging the user for the software when the user downloads 
the selected software or when the user indicates an 
intention to continue to use after a trial period. This 
enables the user to select necessary software from his or 
her dedicated storage area and download it without having 
to access a sales site. Also, the vendor not only 
effectively informs the user of available software but 
also provides the user with software in the downloadable 
format, significantly increasing the sales chance. 

A storage server according to the present invention 
for implementing the method described above is connected 
to portable data terminals over a network and comprises 
a storage unit having dedicated storage areas, each 
allocated to a user of a portable data terminal; means for 
receiving software, which is purchase-requested by the 
user of the portable data terminal, from a software sales 
site on the network for storing the software into the 
dedicated storage area of the user; a management table 
storing therein management information about the software 
stored in the dedicated storage area of the user; and means 
for referencing the management table in response to access 
from the user and for sending the software, which is stored 



in the dedicated storage areas of the user, to the portable 
data terminal of the user. 

In the storage unit, the application program body 
of the software may be stored multiply in each of the 
dedicated storage areas of the users who purchased it or, 
alternatively, may be stored in a shared storage area 
common to a plurality of users while data, which is 
associated with the application program and corresponding 
to each user, being stored in separate dedicated storage 
areas of the users. This method saves the storage 
capacity necessary for the storage server. In addition, 
when the application program is upgraded, only one 
application program in the shared storage area need be 
updated . 

A portable data terminal according to present 
invention used in the method described above is a portable 
data terminal with a network connection capability, 
comprising local storage into which required software is 
downloaded from full-set software as required, the 
full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area 
allocated on a storage unit on a network; and a management 
table in which management information associated with the 
software stored in the local storage is stored, wherein 
the management information includes at least expiration 
date information on the software. The portable data 
terminal further comprises means for automatically 
erasing the software from the local storage when an 
expiration date defined by the expiration date information 
has passed. Because the software is automatically erased 
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when the expiration date has arrived, the user who wants 
to use the same software again must purchase the software 
again. This allows the software vendor to virtually 
manage the software after the sale. In addition, setting 
an expiration date makes it possible to provide software 
at lower costs . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the outline mechanism 
of an entire system to which the present invention is 
appl ied ; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
outline hardware configuration of a cellular phone 10 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a sales server 12 shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a storage server 9 shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a storage server 
9' which is an example of another configuration of the 
storage server 9; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of the application management table 107a 
stored in the cellular phone 10 shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of the 
configuration of a user-dedicated storage area management 
table 92 stored in the storage server 9 shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing processing performed 



in a sales server 12 when a user accesses it; 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of 
application download processing performed in the cellular 
phone 10; 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing an example of 
download processing performed in the storage server 9, 
which corresponds to download processing in the cellular 
phone 10, in an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing an example of 
application local selection processing in the cellular 
phone 10 in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to identify whether the user is a member in a sales 
site or a storage server site in the embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which a list of applications sold in a sales site is 
displayed in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to select purchase conditions at a sales site in the 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which a message indicating that a purchased application 
has been stored in a user-dedicated storage area is 
displayed in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
used to locally select an application in the cellular phone 
in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing an example of screen 



10 

that allows the user to select an application to be erased 
in the embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
on which an expiration notification is displayed in the 
present invention of the present invention; 

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing an example of screen 
that allows the user to select an application to be 
activated in the embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing an example of a trial 
application selection screen in the embodiment of the 
present invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

A preferred embodiment according to the present 
invention will be described in detail below with reference 
to the drawings. In the description below, a cellular 
phone (including a PHS) with the data communication 
capability (Internet access capability) will be described 
as an example of a portable data terminal (hereinafter 
simply called a terminal). Basically, the 
characteristics of a portable data terminal to which the 
present invention is applied require that a part of 
internally stored applications cannot be rewritten by the 
user and that the contents of an application or data 
(including the tables that will be described later) to be 
operated upon only by the system cannot be illegally 
rewritten by the user. As long as the user cannot perform 
such an illegal operation, any unit other than a cellular 
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phone such as a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), a car 
navigation system, or a video game unit may be used. 
Alternatively, if the protection function against such an 
alteration operation is provided, the present invention 
may be applied also to other units such as a personal 
computer (especially, a portable personal computer). 

The term "software" in this specification refers 
generally to application programs and data. The term 
"data" refers narrowly to data in contrast to programs and, 
in the broader sense, sometimes includes application 
programs. The term "storage server" refers to a server 
that provides the user with a special storage area that 
may basically be used by the user freely over a network 
(an area to or from which software may be written or read) . 
In addition, the "sales" of software with an expiration 
date according to the present invention is thought of as 
the "lending" of software. From a user's point of view, 
the "purchase" of such software may also be thought of as 
the "lease" of software. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the outline mechanism 
of an entire system to which the present invention is 
applied. This system comprises cellular phones 10, a 
relay server (gateway server) 4 that connects the cellular 
phones 10 to a public network 6 such as the Internet, sales 
servers 12 on the network 6 that sell software that will 
operate on the cellular phones 10, and a storage server 
9 that provides dedicated storage areas 97, one for each 
cellular phone 10. The storage server 9 may be located 
anywhere, for example, in the relay server 4. In this 
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embodiment, it is assumed that a cellular phone carrier 
manages the relay server 4. On the other hand, although 
the storage server 9 is managed primarily by the provider 
of the service according to the present invention, it may 
also be managed by the carrier that manages the relay server 
4 

When the network 6 is the Internet, it is desirable 
that a mechanism be provided that allows only special- 
type, portable data terminals (that do not allow users to 
freely operate files) such as cellular phones to access 
the storage server 9. This mechanism is necessary to 
ensure that data, such as the management tables in the 
terminal that will be described later, cannot be written 
easily. An example of this mechanism is that the server 
uses the "DserAgent : xxx" (this usually indicates the type 
of the browser that has issued the request) included in 
the header information of an HTTP request to determine the 
machine type of the terminal and then decides whether or 
not the terminal is allowed to access. Another mechanism 
is that the network 6 is built as a closed (closed) network 
separate from the Internet. That is, a special network 
may be built to allow access only through access points 
that may be accessed by special cellular phones. 

The user can operate the cellular phone 10 anywhere 
in a so-called coverage zone to connect to the network 6 
and access a desired sales server 12 and, from that server, 
select and purchase a desired application. The purchased 
application is once transferred to the storage server 9 
and then stored in the user-dedicated storage area 97 
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within storage 96. At this time, information to be stored 
in the dedicated storage area management table (that will 
be described later in detail) in the storage server 9, such 
as application attribute information, purchaser 
identification information, and purchase condition 
information, is also sent to the storage server 9. Unless 
the application is sent directly to the cellular phone 10, 
access to the sales server 12 and a purchase action may 
also be made from a ordinary personal computer and so on. 

Note that, for a purchased application, its 
application body need not be transferred directly from the 
sales server 12. In this case, an application body 
pre-stored in the storage server 9 may be used or an 
application may be obtained from a server (not shown) other 
than the sales server 12. Upon receiving application 
attribute information, user identification information, 
and so on, the storage server 9 stores the application body 
in the user-dedicated storage area 97 and, at the same time, 
creates a record for the application in a user-dedicated 
storage area management table 92 (FIG. 4) . 

Further, as will be described below, the 
application body need not be stored in the actual 
user-dedicated storage area 97 but need only be viewed from 
the user as if it was in the user-dedicated storage area 
97 . 

When an application purchase reguest is received, 
the user is charged in a predetermined method. As the 
charging method, any conventional charging method may be 
used. For example, the charge is collected by a telephone 
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company, is paid by a credit card, is paid by a prepaid 
card, and so on. Also, instead of charging the user for 
each application, it is possible to charge the user for 
a particular group of applications. The user is requested 
to pay the charge, for example, when a purchase request 
is sent to the sales server 12, when an application is 
downloaded from the storage server 9, or when a request 
for continued use is made after the trial period has 
elapsed . 

The storage capacity of a storage area dedicated 
to each user is assumed to be sufficiently larger than that 
of internal storage of the cellular phone 10. The maximum 
capacity^may also be set variable according to such factors 
as the basic service charge. 

The types of applications used in the method 
according to the present invention are not limited. 
However, considering that an application will be executed 
on a portable data terminal with a limited storage capacity, 
there are some practical limitations and some examples are 
given below. Note that these are illustrative only but 
that the present invention is not restricted to those 
examples . 

(1) Various games 

The games include not only offline games but also 
online games that allow the user to enjoy fighting games 
online with other terminals . 

(2) Incoming-call alerting melody composition application 

This program enables the user to compose a melody 
informing the user that a cellular phone has received an 
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incoming call. In this case, the sound source LSI, though 
not shown in FIG. 2 (which will be described later) , should 
preferably be provided. 

(3) Household account book application 

When the user enters household account data offline 
and sends the entered data to the storage server 9 online, 
this program causes the storage server 9 to integrally 
manage the data and to calculate the total of each item. 
In this case, the processing program is prepared in the 
storage server 9. 

(4) New Year's card transmission application 

When the user enters the addresses and messages of 
New Year' s cards offline and sends the entered data to the 
storage server 9 online, this program causes the storage 
server 9 to print and send the New Year's cards. In this 
case, too, the processing program is prepared in the 
storage server 9. 

The user makes an application purchase request 
through the sales server 12 and then accesses the storage 
server 9 from the cellular phone 10 to download the 
application body from the user-dedicated storage area 97 
to the non-volatile storage device of his or her own. 
After this downloading, the user can execute the 
application locally. Each application remains available 
in the user-dedicated storage area 97 for a predetermined 
period. Therefore, only within that period, the user can 
re-download the application any time even if the user has 
erased the application from the cellular phone 10 because 
of internal storage constraints and so on. If the 
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application has data associated therewith, the data is 
saved into the user-dedicated storage area 97 when the 
application is erased from the cellular phone 10 and then 
erased . 

FIG. 2 shows an example of general hardware 
configuration of the cellular phone 10. In this 
configuration, a central processing unit (CPU) 101 
controls the whole cellular phone 10. To the CPU 101, a 
ROM 105, a non-volatile storage device 107, a RAM 108, a 
calendar/clock 109, a flat display 122, various keys 131, 
a communication controller 133, and a voice processor 138 
are connected. The ROM 105, a non-volatile read-only 
memory, contains various computer programs including a web 
browser to be executed by the CPU 101 as well as necessary 
data . 

The non-volatile storage device 107, composed of 
re-writable memory, has an area 107b (local storage) for 
storing downloaded applications and data as well as an 
application management table 107a. In addition, the data 
includes data generated by applications and various 
communication addresses such as telephone numbers, FAX 
numbers, electronic mail addresses , and URLs . An example 
of such a non-volatile storage device is a flash ROM or 
the like. 

The RAM 108 provides a temporary storage area and 
a work area reguired by the CPU 101 to execute programs 
and an area in which various types of data reguired for 
program execution are stored. The calendar /clock 109, 
which is battery operated, constantly provides the current 
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date and time data. 

The flat display 122 is a display device that 
informs the user of various types of information on this 
cellular phone. The keys 131 are a ten-key pad and other 
hardware keys used by the user to enter various 
instructions into the phone. 

The communication controller 133, which controls 
the wireless communication of voice and data, is connected 
to an antenna 135 via an RF unit 134 for wireless signal 
processing. The voice processor 138 is connected to a 
microphone 136 and a speaker 137 for processing voice 
input /output . 

In FIG. 2, the detailed configuration (for example, 
display memory, display controller, and so on) is omitted. 

FIG. 3 shows an example of the configuration of the 
sales server 12. This sales server 12 is divided into a 
high-performance data processor 120 and a large-capacity 
data storage unit 126. 

The data storage unit 126 stores, in advance, markup 
language documents 127 that constitute home page data for 
application sales, display image data 128, and 
applications 129. The markup language, that is, a web 
description language, can include HTML, XHTML, XML, and 
so on. The image data 128 is built in, or linked to, the 
markup language document 127. The data processor 120, 
which is connected to the network 6 (FIG. 1), comprises 
a transmitter /receiver 121 that transmits and receives 
data (data in broader sense including applications), an 
application sales processor 122 that performs a user's 
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payment processing upon receiving an application purchase 
request and transmission processing for transmission of 
data to the storage server 9, a document / image processor 
124 that reads from, writes to, or processes the markup 
language documents 127 and display image data 128 stored 
in the data storage unit 126, and a controller 123 that 
controls all those functional units. As described above, 
the applications 129 to be sold need not necessarily be 
in the sales server 12. 

FIG. 4 shows an example of the configuration of the 
storage server 9. The storage server 9 is divided roughly 
into a high-performance data processor 90 and a high- 
capacity data storage unit 96. 

In the data storage unit (storage area) 96, the 
dedicated storage area 97 for the users is retained and, 
at the same time, markup language documents 98 and display 
image data 99 which constitute user interface screens are 
stored. In this example, each dedicated storage area 
stores applications and data for the user. 

The data processor 90, which is connected to the 
network 6, comprises a t ransmitt e r / r ece i ve r 91 that 
transmits and receives data, the dedicated storage area 
management table 92 that manages the dedicated storage 
area for the users, a document / image processor 94 that 
reads from, writes to, and processes the markup language 
documents 98 and the display image data 99 stored in the 
data storage unit 96, and a controller 93 that manages the 
storage area 96 and controls those functional units. 

FIG. 5 shows a storage server 9' which has another 
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configuration of the storage server 9. In the 
configuration in FIG. 4, because an application body 
purchased by the user is stored in the dedicated storage 
area 97, it is possible that the same application body is 
stored multiply in a plurality of dedicated storage areas 
97. In contrast, in the configuration shown in FIG. 5, 
an application body is stored in a common storage area 95. 
This configuration eliminates the need for the same 
application body to be stored multiply in the storage area 
96 and makes it possible to save the storage capacity of 
the storage area 96. In addition, when a sales server 
receives a purchase request for an already-stored 
application, the application body need not be transferred 
for storage. The storage server 9 checks the dedicated 
storage area management table 92 (which will be described 
later in detail) to know which user has which application. 
The user is not aware of the difference between the 
configuration FIG. 5 and the configuration in FIG. 4 but 
feels as if an application body was in the storage area 
dedicated to him or her. 

FIG. 6 shows an example of the configuration of the 
application management table 107a included in the cellular 
phone 10 shown in FIG. 2. The table 107a, which stores 
attribute information on the applications downloaded to 
the cellular phone 10, has records, one for each 
application. In this embodiment, this table 107a is 
created, at the latest, when the user applies for a 
membership of the service provided by the storage server 
9. Each record of the table 107a comprises an application 
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name, sales site URL, file name, associated-data file name, 
expiration date, save flag, and data update flag. 

The application name is the name of an application 
product shown to the user in the sales server, and the file 
5 name is the name of a file used to identify the application 
in the system. The sales site URL indicates the site 
address on the network at which the application is 
distributed. The electronic mail address of the sales 
site may also be stored in conjunction with the sales site 
10 URL. This sales site URL, though not essential, is 

provided for use in accessing the home page of the sales 
==i site again. The associated-data file name is the file 

5*= name of data generated by each application. The 

^' expiration date indicates the date until which the user 

Si 

S 15 may use the application. This expiration date is 

fy determined by the date that is defined based on effective 

Si 

q period and the purchase date (or date on which the 

application is stored in the dedicated storage area) 
defined for each application. The effective period of an 

20 application is either fixed or selectable by the user. 
Not all applications have expiration dates assigned, but 
some applications may not have an expiration date. The 
save flag is a flag indicating whether or not the 
application body of the application is now stored in the 

25 cellular phone. 

The first time an application is downloaded to a 
cellular phone, the application attribute information 
obtained from the storage server 9 is stored in the 
application management table 107a. Thereafter, even if 
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the application body is temporarily erased from the 
cellular phone because of storage capacity constraints, 
the attribute information remains in the application 
management table 107a. When the expiration date has 
5 reached, the application body is erased from the cellular 
phone but, in this embodiment, the attribute information 
remains in the cellular phone. This ensures that the 
information is available for use when a purchase request 
is issued for the same application again. In this case, 
I** 10 however, the number of records in the application 
O management table 107a goes on increasing. Therefore, it 

O is desirable that some measure be taken, for example, a 

j«t record should be erased automatically when a purchase 

request for the application of that record is not issued 
5* 15 again for a predetermined period of time after expiation 
f"U (for example, several months) . 

O The update flag indicates whether or not data 

generated by the application has been updated. In this 
example, "1" indicates that "data has been updated." If 

20 the update flag is "1" when an application is erased, the 
data is written back into the dedicated storage area 97 
so that, the next time the same application is downloaded, 
the application is allowed to use the latest data. If 
applications must be erased because of storage capacity 

25 constraints and application priority information must be 
defined to decide which application to erase, such a 
priority item may be added. As an example of priority, 
the download dates are used to erase applications in 
chronological order. As another example, it is possible 
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to request the user to specify an application priority when 
the application is downloaded. As will be described later, 
the user is requested in this embodiment to select an 
application to be erased. 

FIG. 7 shows an example of the configuration of the 
user-dedicated storage area management table 92 stored in 
the storage server 9 shown in FIG. 5. The table 92 is 
created when the user applies for a membership and, as with 
the application management table 107a, contains records, 
one record for each application. Those items of a record 
-- application name, sales site URL, file name, 
associated-data file name, and expiration date -- are the 
same as those in the application management table 107a. 
The table 92 has additional items, that is, an 
effectiveness flag, number o f months , and automatic update 
flag . 

The effectiveness flag indicates whether or not the 
user has an effective usage right now and, in this example, 
"1" indicates that the user has the usage right. The 
effectiveness flag value of "0" indicates that the user 
once purchased the application but does not have the usage 
right now because the expiration date has reached. The 
number of months indicates the effective period of each 
application. When the number of months is fixed for all 
applications, this item is not necessary. The automatic 
update flag specifies whether or not the application-usage 
right is to be automatically updated when the effective 
period has elapsed and, in this example, "1" indicates 
"automatic update." This automatic update flag is useful 



23 

when the user is able to select at application purchase 
time whether or not the application-usage right is to be 
updated automatically. When automatic update is selected, 
the user is requested to pay an additional charge. 
5 Note that a dedicated storage area in the storage 

server may be used by the user freely and, therefore, may 
be used not only as an area to store applications purchased 
from a sales server and its data but also as an area to 
store any data. That is, a dedicated storage area may be 
IM 10 used as if it was a part of user ' s own portable data terminal . 

3 Brat 
jj jj 

Q Such data may be managed by the dedicated storage area 

m management table 92, in which case, only the necessary 

C table items are used and the effectiveness flag is always 

51 fixed to "1". 

3 

y 15 Now, the specific operations of the servers and the 

111 terminal in the embodiment in the system configuration 

» e 

P described above will be described. 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing processing performed 
when a user accesses the sales server 12. When the user 

20 of the cellular phone 10 accesses the sales server 12, the 
sales server 12 displays the home page screen, not shown, 
to identify whether or not the user is a member (Sll) . To 
do so, the server requests the user to enter the member 
ID and the password (PW) as shown in the example of screen 

25 in FIG. 12. In this case, as long as the application is 
not sent directly to the terminal of the user who accessed 
the server but is stored in the storage server, the server 
need not check that the access was made from a predetermined 
type of terminal. If the user is successfully identified 
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(S12), information on the list of applications that may 
be purchased, i.e., a list screen, is sent to the user's 
cellular phone, and the list screen such as the one shown 
in FIG. 13 is displayed on the display (S13) . Although 
5 the application names are displayed as "Application 1", 
"Application 2", and so on in this example, the product 
names are displayed in practice. In this case, the user 
may select purchase conditions, such as the effective 
period or the automatic update of the application-usage 
Mi io right, as shown in FIG. 14. Although not shown, the 

m 

O charging method may also be selectable as another purchase 

"HI 

□ condition. 

q Returning to FIG. 8, in response to an application 

purchase request when the user selects the name of an 
15 application to be purchased, for example, by moving the 
reverse display on the screen and presses the confirm key 
(S14), the sales server performs a user's payment 
processing using the charging method de scribed above (S15) . 
Note that actual payment processing may be performed on 
20 some other server (for example, relay server 4 or other 
special payment server) . In addition, the member ID of 
the user, application body, and purchase condition 
information are sent to the storage server 9 to instruct 
it to store the application body in the user-dedicated 
25 storage area (S16) . If the application body need not be 
sent from the sales server 12 to the storage server 9 as 
described above, the application identification 
information is sent instead of the application body. 
After that, a message such as the one shown in FIG. 15 is 
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displayed to inform that the purchased application has 
been (or will be) stored in the user-dedicated storage area 
(S17) . 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of 
5 application downloading processing performed in the 
cellular phone 10. First, when the cellular phone 10 
accesses the storage server 9 via the relay server 4, the 
user is requested to enter the member ID and the password 
(PW) for user identification as described in step Sll in 
M 10 FIG. 8. In addition, the terminal type check described 
O above is also made. If the results are successful, the 

□ downloadable application list screen, such as the one 

C shown in FIG. 16, is sent from the storage server 9 to the 

H - ; cellular phone 10 and the screen is displayed on the display 

M 15 (S22) . When the user selects from this list an 
!U application to be downloaded (S23), a request for the 

Q attribute information (file name, sales site URL, 

associated-data file name , file size, expiration date, and 
so on) is sent to the storage server and the requested 
20 information is received (S24) . The attribute information 
on the same application, if already in the application 
management table 107a in the cellular phone, may also be 
used. From the attribute information, the size of the 
application is checked (S25) . If associated data is 
25 present, the data size is also checked. Then, by 

comparing the capacity that will be required to store this 
application (and data) with the current free capacity, a 
check is made if there is a sufficiently large storage area 
(S26) . If it is determined that the free capacity is 
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insufficient, the body of a low-priority application is 
selected for erasure (S27). In this embodiment, the 
message as shown in FIG. 17 is displayed to request the 
user to select a low-priority application. If the free 
5 capacity is still insufficient after deleting one 

application, the user is requested to select another 
application. As described above, it is also possible to 
determine the priority not by the user but automatically. 
In such a case, applications are selected for erasure 
_ 10 according to predetermined judgment criteria such as 
less-recently-downloaded applications or less- 

I"" '1 

M frequently used applications. 

M= If the update flag of the application selected for 

m erasure is "1" (S28), the data associated with the 
q15 application (if any) is written back to the user's storage 
^ area and, at the same time, the update flag is reset to 
"0" (S29) . Then, the application body is erased from the 

s ' I 

S'y non-volatile storage device 107 and, at the same time, the 

save flag of the application in the application management 
20 table 107a is set to "0". 

After that, the application body to be downloaded 
is downloaded (S31) . When the application is downloaded 
for the first time, a new record is created in the 
application management table 107a. The save flag of the 
25 record is set to "1". The application priority, if 
specified by the user in another embodiment, is also 
specified (S32) . 

Next, an example of download processing performed 
in the storage server 9, which corresponds to download 
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processing performed by the cellular phone 10 described 
above, will be described with reference to the flowchart 
in FIG. 10. It is assumed at this point that, in response 
to the application purchase request that was made to the 
sales server 12, the application body has already been 
stored in the user-dedicated storage area 97 in the storage 
server 9 and that the record containing the application 
attribute information has already been added to the 
dedicated storage area management table 92 of the user. 

First, the user identification processing and the 
terminal type checking are performed as described above 
(S41) and, if the result is successful {S42), the data on 
the downloadable application list display screen is sent 
to the cellular phone 10 from which the access was made 
(S43) . When the user selects from this screen an 
application to be downloaded (S44) , the server references 
the user-dedicated storage area management table 92 for 
this application and checks the effective period (S45) . 
If the effective period has not expired, control is passed 
to step S51 that follows. If the effective period has 
expired, the effectiveness flag of the application of the 
user is set to "0" (ineffective) (S46). The application 
body may be erased from the dedicated storage area but, 
in that case, the application body will have to be stored 
again when it is updated or it is purchased again. 

To check the expiration, predetermined update 
processing may be made periodically (for example, once at 
a predetermined time in a day) to check the expiration and 
to update the effectiveness flag. In that case, step S46 
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is not necessary. 

Then, a message indicating that the application has 
expired is sent to the user (S47) . For example, as shown 
in FIG. 18, a message is displayed to inform the user of 
the expiration and to prompt the user to purchase the. 
application again. If "Now" is selected (S48), the 
effectiveness flag of the application is set to "1" 
(effective) (S49) and a repurchase request is sent to the 
sales site of the application (S50) . 

Alternatively, instead of the vendor, the 
controller 93 of the storage server 9 preferably 
references the dedicated storage area management table 92 
to manage the applications regularly and, sometime (for 
example, one or more weeks) before the expiration, sends 
an electronic mail message to the user indicating that the 
application will expire soon so that the user is given an 
opportunity to purchase the application before it expires 
(update notice) . However, this message is not necessary 
for an application for which automatic update option is 
set. Although the discontinuation of the automatic 
update service is not shown in the figure, the user must 
inform the storage server, either online or offline, of 
the discontinuation of automatic update service if 
necessary . 

After that, in step S51, the attribute information 
on the selected application is sent to the cellular phone 
10 in response to a request from the cellular phone 10. 
In addition, if it is found that some application must be 
erased from the cellular phone 10 and its associated data 
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must be written back (S52), the associated data is 
overwritten on the corresponding data in the user- 
dedicated storage area 97 (S53) . 

Finally, the application body is sent to the 
cellular phone 10 (S54). 

As described above, within the effective period, 
the user of the cellular phone 10 is allowed to download 
a necessary application from the storage server 9 anytime 
it is required. 

Next, referring to the flowchart in FIG. 11, an 
example of local selection of an application by the 
cellular phone 10 will be described. The user of the 
cellular phone 10 is allowed to execute a downloaded 
application locally (offline) . (Note that online 
processing may also be started when the application is 
executed) . 

First, the screen for selecting an application to 
be started, such as the one shown in FIG. 19, is displayed 
(S61). When the user selects an application (S62), the 
save flag in the application management table 107a is 
referenced to check to see if the application body is 
present in the cellular phone (S63) . If the application 
is not present, control is passed to step S68 that follows. 
If the application is present, the expiration date of the 
application is checked (S64) . If the application has not 
yet expired, the application is executed (S65) . If the 
associated data is changed during execution of the 
application, the data update flag of the application is 
set to "1". 
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If it is found in step S64 that the application has 
expired and if the save flag is 1 (S66), the application 
body is erased and the flag is set to "0" (S67) . Then, 
control is passed to step S68. 

Although not shown in the figure, a message asking 
whether or not the application should be immediately 
downloaded from the storage server 9 is sent to the user 
in step S68. If a request to purchase the application 
immediately is received, the message to the effect is sent 
to the storage server 9 to cause it to perform download 
processing as described above (S69). However, because 
the~ application to be downloaded at this time is already 
determined, the application selection processing step is 
not necessary. Whether or not the application has expired 
n 15 is checked during the downloading process processing. 
JK FIG. 20 shows an example of screen on which a message 

is displayed prompting the user to try the application 
lU instead of immediately purchasing it at the sales site. 

The user sometimes hesitates to purchase an application 
whose contents are unknown because the value of an 
application cannot be judged before it is actually 
executed. Thus, the user is allowed to try the 
application for a predetermined effective period (for 
example, one month) . In this case, the same system 
configuration as that described above may be used, the 
trial period is set as the effective period of the trial 
application in the dedicated storage area management table 
92 of the storage server 9, and the automatic update flag 
is set to "0" (no automatic update) . The user is charged, 
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neither when the application is stored in the dedicated 
storage area nor when the application is downloaded for 
trial, but when the user indicates his or her intention 
to continue to use the application after the trial period. 
This allows the user to try an application without concern. 
In this case, too, an update advice notification should 
preferably be sent to the user before the trial period 
expires . 

Next, another embodiment of the present invention 
will be described. An application is purchased by the 
user who accesses a sales site in the first embodiment 
described above, while in another embodiment the vendor 
receives permission from the user to store an application 
in the dedicated storage area of each user. This method 
allows the user to identify that a new application is on 
sale and to immediately download it without having to 
access a sales site (or sites) . In this embodiment, the 
user is charged when an application is downloaded. 
Alternatively, the example of the trial usage of 
application described above may also be used. In this 
case, the user is charged when the user indicates his or 
her intention to continue to use the application after the 
trial period. 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention 
have been described, but the present invention may be 
modified or changed in various ways. For example, the 
present invention may be applied to the sales of not only 
applications but also data (for example, character images, 
music data, and so on) . The processing indicated by the 
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above flowcharts and the screens are illustrative only, 
but the present invention is not limited to the processing 
and screen examples. Data communicated among servers and 
terminals may be encrypted, for example, through the SSL 
5 (Secure Socket Layer or the like) . A cellular phone may 
use the contents of the management table 107a to create 
and display its own application purchase history 
information. Similarly, the storage server may use the 
contents of the management table 92 to create the purchase 
i_i 10 history of each user. 

5 The present invention enables a portable data 

^ terminal user to use a storage area on the network dedicated 

to the user as if it was a part of his or her own portable 
0 1 data terminal. In addition, the user may purchase 

O 15 software without concerning about the constraints of the 
fU storage capacity of the portable data terminal. This 

p allows software vendors to increase the sales. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

20 

The present invention may be used for the design 
and manufacturing of portable data terminals and servers 
and for electronic commerce on a network using them. 



